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Diversity Inclusion Statement


	 My name is Jeremy Bolden, and I am a white, cisgendered, straight male from a 
small  rural town in Tennessee. Currently, I am a Cinematographer and the Instructor of 
Motion Picture Production at Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio. 


	 Growing up in rural TN, I didn’t really get exposed to my people different than 
myself. The majority of my town’s views and ideals were small, dated, and often 
hateful. 

	 

	 I’ve seen and been in the room, when someone deserving isn’t given an 
opportunity because they are “different”. I watched as people from the BIPOC and 
LGBTQIA+ community have been openly discriminated against. Seeing this first hand, 
and having close relationships to people within these communities, has instilled within 
me, the desire to support and ensure their opportunities.


	 From my earliest opportunities, I have always chosen to work with, people who 
are different than myself. I learned pretty early in my creative career the value of 
differing perspectives. Many of my greatest professional collaborators include women, 
people of color, and members of the LGBTQIA+ community.


	 As a cinematographer, when I book a job, my first calls in search of department 
heads to hire are to a gay man(Gaffer), a gay woman of color(Key Grip), and a woman 
of color(1st AC), a group of collaborators that I lovingly refer to as my film family. 
Collaborating with these folk, and supporting their own endeavors has enriched my life 
and creative works greatly.


	 As an Educator, I work daily to support and provide opportunities to members of 
the BIPOC & LGBTQIA+ communities, as well as making sure to show work, and use 
examples of work created by members of these communities in the classroom. I work 
to educate myself, as well as maintain a level of humility by holding myself and others 
accountable, when mistakes are made.


	 I strive to continue to fight for anti-racism and for the equality of all. I will do the 
heavy lifting to continuously educate myself in ways to stand up for, support, and 
provide opportunity for members of the  BIPOC and LGBTQIA+ community. I will make 
mistakes, I will apologize and be thankful when corrected, I will hold myself and others 
accountable.


	 I am aware of the privilege I have by being a white, cisgendered, straight male, 
and will continue to do everything within my power to work with and support a diverse 
group of people both creatively and in every day life.


